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B Gary Warner

One of the biggest sheds in
Geraldton has the city's biggest ar-
ray of rooftop solar panels.

DIAB Engineering uses large
amounts of electricity in.its steel
fabrication business and, after in-
vestigating, proprietor David Payne
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decided that solar generation could
be a big saver.

An impressive 416 photovoltaic
solar panels now cover most of
the roof over the main workshop
at DIAB, each producing up to
240 watts for a maximum output
capability of 100kW, one third of
DIAB's usual requirements.

Ryan Daws, of Perth-based spe-
cialist installer Ausdaws Electrical,
said the panels were all imported
from Germany.

“They're called Conergy Power
Plus and are very efficient,” said
Mr Daws.

“Germany adopted solar energy
in a big way long before Australia,
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and these panels use tried and prov-
en technology.”

All that innovation is not cheap,
and even with a subsidy from

-Aus Industry the cost to DIAB

Engineering was $166,000.
However, Mr Payne is confident

the panels were a good investment

and is planning to make room for
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more. “It was a big outlay but I am
confident that the solar array will
pay for itself within three years,”
he said.

“We were already planning to ex-
tend our main shed by 85 metres,
which will allow us to install more
solar panels and save more money
in the long term.” W
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